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MERRY 

CHRISTMAS! 

 

From Sandy, Kathy, Bill, 

Dolly, Stephen, Phyllis and 

the Board of Directors of  The 

Stewardship Foundation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“For God so loved the 

world that he gave his only 

Son, that whoever believes 

in him shall not perish but 

have  eternal life.” 

John 3:16 

 

In God  

 We Trust 
Serving God and the Church by promoting 

Christian Stewardship in the effective management 

of all gifts to the glory of Jesus Christ. 

 

Christmas Issue 2009 

ITôS ABOUT TIME 

What gives life more meaning?  We are blessed with many gifts, not the least of which is time.  

God put us in this environment, among these people and these opportunities.  We will be ac-

countable to God for the way we use our time to relate to these people, respect the environment, 

avail ourselves of the opportunities, and the manner in which we carry out our responsibilities.   

Many of us are preoccupied with the age-old question, ñWhat is the meaning of life?ò  when we 

should be asking, ñWhat will give our lives more meaning?ò  It is necessary to use our time and 

energy in pursuit of our goals, not selfish pursuits.  Wanting to do something doesnôt bring it 

about.  We must plan to make the effort to bring it about.  That means setting priorities which 

answer this question as we awaken each morning, ñWhat can I do to serve the Lord today?ò  

Stewardship, October 2009 

 

A MESSAGE FROM OUR  

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

The United Methodist Stewardship Foundation provides seminars on the 

topics of Wills, Estate Planning, Stewardship Development and Christian 

Financial Living.  We also offer help to Churches who want to establish an 

Endowment Fund or an Endowment Program.  Weôll  work with you in promoting giving to 

your endowments and can provide you with a unique promotional piece.  And, we write 

Charitable Gift Annuities for individuals.  A Charitable Gift Annuity provides income now, 

and gifts later, helping individuals in developing their financial support of the United Method-

ist Church and all of its ministries.  Please let us know how we can assist you and your 

Church.   

Thank you for your faithfulness and have a blessed Christmas and happy New Year! 

     Rev. Phyllis M. Bowers, Executive Director 

Celebrating more than 15 years as a foundation 



LIFE INSURANCE 

ASSURES MINISTRY 

 

 

Did you know you can use life insurance to make a 

charitable gift to your Church?  And, itôs easy!   

Life insurance often permits significant giving at 

no cost and with tax benefits too!   Many times, we 

donôt need life insurance as we get older and a paid 

policy is an excellent charitable gift. 

You may have started your policy to pay your 

mortgage or assure childrenôs educations, but that 

coverage may no longer be needed.  You may do-

nate a paid policy or give a policy on which youôre 

still paying premiums.  Rather than cancelling the 

policy, it can provide financial support for your 

Church if you make your Church the policy owner.  

Cash value at the time of the gift may allow for a 

tax deduction.  This form of giving is always confi-

dential and convenient.   

Another way you can use your life insurance to 

assure ministry is by making your Church the sin-

gle or one of several beneficiaries.  This does not 

allow current tax benefits, but removes the portion 

given your Church from your estate and may allow 

tax benefits when your estate is settled. 

Charitable gifts may also be made with a new pol-

icy.  Whether you create and donate a new term-

life or whole-life policy with the Church as the 

owner, the premiums may be tax deductible. 

Always discuss how to approach donating your 

policy with your advisors.  State laws govern and 

regulate issuance and operation of life insurance; 

that in turn can affect the deductibility of gifts for 

federal and state income taxes. 

The Stewardship Foundation does not provide legal 

or tax counsel, but weôre available to assist you in 

creating a gift that is meaningful to you and those 

who will benefit from your generosity. 

 

 

 

 SPIRITUAL HARDENING 

OF THE ARTERIES 

By Melvin Amerson 

 

ñWhere your treasure is so will your heart be 

also,ò Jesus tells us in Matthew 6:21.  Spiri-

tual heart disease is as common as physical 

heart disease.  And as Jesus suggested, the 

most noticeable symptoms are lack of gener-

osity and concern for others. 

As with the physical disease, the symptoms of 

spiritual hardening of the arteries often go 

undetected.  Unhealthy or declining congregations languish with traits 

of low or stagnant professions of faith, fewer generous givers, infre-

quent worshippers, and non-committal volunteers.  If left untreated, 

these symptoms can lead to serious deterioration. 

When there is little circulation through ministry involvement, congrega-

tions become numb to their surroundings and to their constituents.  

Sadly, if this condition goes untreated, it also can be life threatening for 

a congregation.  Community involvement and generosity dramatically 

increase a congregationôs circulation and enhance health and vitality. 

Putting aside a poor spiritual diet, taking up spiritual practices of study 

and prayer, and connecting with those in need build up spiritual heart 

health.  Getting the circulation going again may take some extra effort 

at first, but it can quickly become a life-giving practice for you, your 

congregation, and your community.  

Melvin Amerson is a Stewardship Consultant with the Texas Methodist 

Foundation, co-author of Celebrating the Offering and author of Stew-

ardship in African American Churches (both from Discipleship Re-

sources). 

This is an excerpt from an article reprinted with permission from 

Leading Ideas, a free online newsletter of the Lewis Center for 

Church Leadership of Wesley Theological Seminary and avail-

able at www.churchleadership.com. 

 

 

Rev. Amerson 

Do all the good you can 

By all the means you can 

In all the ways you can 

In all the places you can 

At all the times you can 

To all the people you can 

As long as ever you can. 

John Wesley      

Keep the Light  

of Jesus shining.  

 Assure His ministry  

for years to come. 



THIS IS YOUR REALITY 

 

Life has never been perfect, but youôd have a 

hard time convincing some people of that be-

cause they have selective memories. 

Perhaps you can identify if you long for the 

way things used to be ï when there were lots of 

jobs, mortgages were simple, retirement ac-

counts moved in only one direction (up) and 

students could carry their 100-percent-financed 

college degrees straight into six-figure jobs. 

Now that things arenôt quite so perfect, youôve 

put your life on ñhold.ò  Youôre anxiously 

holding on until the stock market rebounds, 

real estate sales bounce back, your loan comes 

through or some TV advertiser offers a debt-

settlement scheme that returns your life to 

ñnormal.ò   

ñNormalò is not an economic condition.  Every 

moment you mourn the passing of the way 

things were, is a moment lost in the present.  

What you have right now is reality.  Itôs time to 

turn loose the fantasy of ñnormal.ò  Concen-

trate on how you will face the future. 

Thankfully, you can change many aspects of 

your life.  These days, people are filled with 

regret for not creating a contingency fund.  The 

old ñit could never happen to me,ò has hap-

pened for so many. 

If youôre still in credit-card debt, get serious.  

Create and commit to your plan. 

Itôs tempting to cash out retirement accounts, 

but cashing out now could be a big mistake.   

Start beefing up your savings!  Even if all you 

can save is your pocket change, do it.   

If youôre over your head in a house you canôt 

afford, downsize into a house you can afford.   

If youôre not working because youôre  holding 

out for something ñperfectò or ñnormal,ò let 

that go.  Reality is a job you can get right now. 

Develop faith, family and friends.  Donôt sit 

around waiting for things to change.  And, 

donôt complain and make excuses!  Get busy! 

 

Debt-Proof Living 

August 2009 

THE CARD ACT OF 2009 

What Could This Mean for You Now? 

The Credit Card Accountability, Responsibility, and Disclosure Act 

takes effect January 2010.  Here are some important things to pay atten-

tion to now before CARD starts its protections.  Youôll probably be af-

fected by the changes if you have even one credit card.   

WATCH OUT ! 

¶ CARD will make it more difficult for consumers to establish credit. 

¶ It is anticipated that CARD will keep companies from ñsorting outò 
risky borrowers, so they may be less willing to lend or you might 

even have your account frozen. 

¶ Higher interest rates on your current accounts 

¶ Higher interest rates for new purchases on current accounts 

¶ Cancellation of your cards  

WHAT COULD THIS MEAN FOR YOU NOW? 

¶ Limits interest rate ñhikesò during the first year 

¶ Companies now have to provide at least 45-days notice of increases. 

¶ Limits interest rate ñhikesò on existing balances 

¶ Limits fees and penaltiesðIf your interest increases because youôve 

not made the minimum payment within 60 days after itôs due, the 

interest must decrease to the original, low rate when you start mak-

ing timely payments again and keep it up for at least six months. 

¶ Companies will have to review your ability to pay before they can                     

increase your interest or grant you a new card. 

¶ Requires ñsensibleò due dates and time to payðBills must be mailed 

at least 21 days before theyôre due, and payment must be credited as 

on-time if received by 5:00 PM on the due date. 

¶ Requires further disclosureðCompanies must tell you how long it         

will take to pay the entire balance if you make only minimum pay-

ments and what the total cost will be including interest. 

¶ Young consumers are protectedðCards canôt be issued to those un-

der 21 unless an adult co-signs, or unless they have proof of suffi-

cient income. 

¶ Protection is established on gift cardsðGift cards must remain ac-

tive for not less than five years from activation. 

For goodness sake, please be sure you understand everything before you 

sign on the dotted line!  CARD will help protect you, but in the long run, 

only you are held accountable for your creditðand to Godôs money! 

 


